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Surfing with your ITRT! 
Our topic this month – Social Media Snares & Cell Phones  

 Do you have a Social Media Account?   (Facebook, MySpace, etc.?) 
 
I find Facebook a wonderful thing, but I’m an adult, and I know that whatever I “post” could be 
seen by the entire world.  So, when I do write on someone’s wall (or my own) – I refrain from 
using comments, or pictures that could alter someone’s life. (And if they have a crazy relative – 
I may be altering my own life.) As a parent and grandparent, I’ve decided that I need to develop 
“Digital Consciousness”.  And we need to be informed enough to know that anything can be 
made public when using any kind of digital device.  
 
Just the other day, I had a student ask me for my cell phone number in exchange for her num-
ber.  I had just met this student, and I told her that I didn’t give my phone number to strangers. 
And I told her that she shouldn’t give her number to anyone unless her parents knew about it.  
So, this made me think about how we are teaching our children to be safe with all things digital.  
Giving phone numbers out, online or just to anyone passing, is very risky behavior.  In the 
months to come you will be hearing about Parent meetings on these topics.  I hope you will 
come out and discover how you can become less vulnerable, and more Digital Conscious. 
Just remember – any time you use a digital device anything you write or post can be made 
“Public and Permanent”! With all of us teaching and learning together, we can help our chil-
dren (and ourselves) stay safe online.   
 
Happy Safe Surfing!                    
Debra Quesenberry, PCPS ITRT   
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